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6th Grade 

Please read the following book over the summer. When you return in the fall you 
will have the opportunity to discuss the book with other students and a faculty 
member. Happy reading! 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio  

Kirkus Reviews starred (December 15, 2011) 
After being homeschooled for years, Auggie Pullman is about to start fifth grade, 
but he's worried: How will he fit into middle-school life when he looks so different 
from everyone else? Auggie has had 27 surgeries to correct facial anomalies he was 
born with, but he still has a face that has earned him such cruel nicknames as 
Freak, Freddy Krueger, Gross-out and Lizard face. Though "his features look like 
they've been melted, like the drippings on a candle" and he's used to people 
averting their eyes when they see him, he's an engaging boy who feels pretty 
ordinary inside. He's smart, funny, kind and brave, but his father says that having 
Auggie attend Beecher Prep would be like sending "a lamb to the slaughter." Palacio 
divides the novel into eight parts, interspersing Auggie's first-person narrative with 
the voices 

7th and 8th Grade 

Please choose a book from the list below. Pick a book you are interested in and 
want to discuss with other students. When you return in the fall you will have the 
opportunity to discuss the book with other students and a faculty member. Happy 
reading! 

Deacon Locke went to Prom by Brian Katcher 

School Library Journal (February 1, 2017) 
Gr 8 Up-When Deacon Locke can't find a date for the senior prom, he 
decides to invite his grandmother Jean, who missed her own prom because 
her date (Deacon's grandfather) was serving in the Vietnam War. Deacon 
has never been able to depend on his fly-by-night father, and his mother 
isn't in the picture: Jean, with whom he has been living for the past two 
years, has been the sole rock in his life. When a video of the unlikely couple 
dancing at the prom goes viral, awkward, loner Deacon experiences his first 
taste of popularity. As he looks toward the future, he grapples with his 
newfound celebrity; pursues a relationship with his dance instructor, Soraya; 



and realizes that Jean may be dealing with dementia. While Deacon 
occasionally comes off as insensitive when it comes to race and gender 
("The non-politically-correct part of my mind wonders if [Soraya] has an 
exotic accent"), he grows and develops as he learns of the bigotry that 
Soraya, who is Muslim, has confronted. The plot is somewhat predictable in 
places (Soraya and Deacon's relationship is temporarily derailed when 
another suitor asks Soraya out right before Deacon can), and 
characterizations are a little thin. However, Deacon's wryly self-deprecating 
voice will resonate with readers, and Katcher's commentary on Internet 
fame rings true. Teens will enjoy this light but touching tale of maturation. 
VERDICT Those seeking coming-of-age stories with a bit of romance will be 
pleased with this quick, heartfelt read.-Mahnaz Dar, School Library Journal 
© Copyright 2017. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media 
Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. 

From You to Me by K.A. Holt 

School Library Journal (March 1, 2018) 
Gr 5-8-In the three years since her older sister Clara drowned in the town 
lake, everyone in Amelia's life seems to have coped and moved forward. 
Despite caring parents and a patient BFF Taylor, Amelia still feels isolated 
and adrift. A school mix-up provides her with a catalyst for change when 
Amelia is mistakenly given Clara's eighth grade to-do list instead of the one 
Amelia wrote for herself. Amelia's mission to overcome her own sadness by 
completing her sister's list provides the novel's structure; what Amelia learns 
about herself, her family, and her community provide the novel's heart. The 
list leads Amelia to reach out to Twitch, a boy who knew Clara well and 
whose easygoing demeanor masks heartaches of his own. Taylor and Twitch 
are compelling supporting characters: Taylor is an ideal friend without being 
idealized. But it's Twitch readers will remember for his modest courage, 
sharing with Amelia his perspective on coping with adversity: "We are all 
whiteboards that can be covered in terrible words, erased and re-covered in 
better words." In an economical use of language, Holt paints an authentic 
portrait of what it's like to live in a small town. -VERDICT More than a 
recovery-from-grief story, this is also a powerful coming-of-age novel. 
Readers will be moved and inspired. A great addition to middle grade and 
middle school collections.-Marybeth Kozikowski, Sachem Public Library, 
Holbrook, NY © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. 

 

 

 



The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman  

Booklist starred (Vol. 92, No. 13 (March 1, 1996)) 
Gr. 7-12. In the first of a planned trilogy, Pullman has created a wholly 
developed universe, which is, as he states, much like our own but different 
in many ways--a world in which humans are paired with animal "daemons" 
that seem like alter egos, only with personalities of their own. The story 
begins at Jordan College in Oxford, where young Lyra Belacqua and her 
daemon, Pantalaimon, are being reared and educated by the Scholars. 
Although a lackluster student, Lyra possesses an inordinate curiosity and 
sense of adventure, which lead her into forbidden territory on the night her 
uncle, Lord Asriel, visits. He's there to solicit funds for a return journey to 
the distant arctic wastes, where he has observed and photographed strange 
goings-on, including a mysterious phenomenon called Dust that streams 
from the sky and a dim outline of a city suspended in the Aurora, or 
Northern Lights, that he suspects is part of an alternate universe. After he 
leaves, Lyra finds herself placed in the charge of the mysterious Mrs. Coulter 
and in possession of a rare compass like device that can answer questions if 
she learns how to read it. Already shocked by the disappearance of her best 
friend, Lyra discovers Mrs. Coulter's connection with the dreaded children-
stealing Gobblers and runs away, joining a group of gyptians bound for the 
North to rescue missing children. Lyra has also learned that her uncle is 
being held prisoner in the North, guarded by formidable armored bears. 
Filled with fast-paced action, the plot involves a secret scientific facility, 
where children are being severed from their daemons; warring factions; 
witch clans; an outcast armored bear, who bonds with Lyra; and more. It 
becomes evident that the future of the world and its inhabitants is in the 
hands of the ever-more-resilient and dedicated Lyra. A totally involving, 
intricately plotted fantasy that will leave readers clamoring for the sequels. 

 
Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson  
 
Kirkus Reviews starred (July 1, 2018) 
Just before she begins seventh grade, Haley tells the story of the previous 
school year, when she and five other students from an experimental 
classroom were brought together. Each has been bullied or teased about 
their difficulties in school, and several face real challenges at home. Haley is 
biracial and cared for by her white uncle due to the death of her African-
American mother and her white father’s incarceration. Esteban, of Dominican 
heritage, is coping with his father’s detention by ICE and the possible 
fracturing of his family. It is also a time when Amari learns from his dad that 
he can no longer play with toy guns because he is a boy of color. This 
reveals the divide between them and their white classmate, Ashton. “It’s not 
fair that you’re a boy and Ashton’s a boy and he can do something you can’t 



do anymore. That’s not freedom,” Haley says. They support one another, 
something Haley needs as she prepares for her father’s return from prison 
and her uncle’s decision to move away. Woodson delivers a powerful tale of 
community and mutual growth. The bond they develop is palpable. Haley’s 
recorder is both an important plot element and a metaphor for the power of 
voice and story. The characters ring true as they discuss issues both 
personal and global. This story, told with exquisite language and clarity of 
narrative, is both heartbreaking and hopeful. An extraordinary and timely 
piece of writing. (Fiction. 10-14) 

 

The Length of a String by Elissa Brent Weissman 

School Library Journal (April 1, 2018) 
Gr 5-8-Twelve-year-old Imani is many things: a resident of a Baltimore 
suburb, a big sister to Jaime, a Hebrew school student preparing for her bat 
mitzvah, and an adoptee. Imani longs for information about her birth 
parents and soon finds her great-grandmother Anna's diary. In 1941, 12-
year-old Anna traveled alone to the U.S. from Luxembourg to avoid the 
Holocaust concentration camps. Imani strongly identifies with Anna's fear 
and struggle to belong. Imani, her friends Madeline and Ethan, and Imani's 
extended family celebrate their history as they deal with its horror and 
triumph. Imani finds clarity regarding her own background. Imani's first-
person narration flows naturally with conversations about the mundane--
Ethan's crush on her--and the serious--Holocaust research. Imani's curiosity 
and her tense relationship with her mother make her likable and relatable. 
Weissman maintains pace and interest between Anna's diary sections and 
Imani's story. The attention to detail, such as the scenes of Anna playing 
Chinese checkers with her cousin and Imani's tennis practice, make the 
story memorable. VERDICT Pair with this with Lois Lowry's Number the Stars 
Jewish historical fiction with heart. An excellent addition with strong 
curricular ties.-Caitlin Augusta, Stratford Library Association, CT © Copyright 
2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. 
No redistribution permitted. 
 

P.S. I Like You by Kasie West 

School Library Journal (June 1, 2016) 
Gr 7-10-Cade and Lily have been enemies for years: he's rude about her 
clothes, hair, and whole vibe; she thinks he's a snotty, stuck-up rich kid. 
Plus, she has her eye on shaggy hipster Lucas, who looks like he could 
totally be on her wavelength. But when Lily scribbles some graffiti on top of 
the desk to combat her boredom in chemistry class, she's surprised to find a 
reply the next day and even more surprised when the answers continue. 



Soon, she's corresponding through hidden notes and bonding with her secret 
pen pal over a mutual interest in indie music. Who's her mysterious new 
friend? Little by little, Lily whittles down the number of possibilities to one 
that makes absolutely no sense. Although it gets off to a slow start as the 
author sets up the various subplots, there's much to like about this sweet 
love story. West allows the sworn enemies to reexamine themselves in a 
believable way; Lily considers that the person she becomes around her 
nemesis Cade is not her best self-and that the same could possibly be true 
for Cade. There's plenty of kissing at the end, but nothing that renders this 
work unsuitable for middle school readers. VERDICT Hand this one to fans of 
tween romance and Jennifer E. Smith's books.-Elizabeth Friend, Wester 
Middle School, TX © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. 
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