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Middle School 2017-18 Events

www.maryvale.com/visit
For more information, please go to 

Tuesday, Sept. 19 St. Julie Billiart
6 p.m. – 7 p.m. Program Presentation

Wednesday, Oct. 4
7:45 a.m. Mornings @ Maryvale

Saturday, Oct. 7 Sports Clinic
10 a.m.– 3 p.m. • Basketball
Session I: 10 a.m. – Noon • Field Hockey
Lunch (provided): • Lacrosse
Noon – 1 p.m. • Soccer
Session II: 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. • Volleyball

Wednesday, Oct. 11
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Meet the Coaches

Saturday, Oct. 21
1 p.m.– 4 p.m. Open House

Saturday, Nov. 4
10 a.m.– Noon Track & Field Clinic

Saturday, Nov. 4
1 p.m.– 3 p.m. Theater Workshop 

Wednesday, Nov. 15
7:45 a.m. Mornings @ Maryvale

Friday, Nov. 17 – Fall Play: 
Sunday, Nov. 19 “Radium Girls”

Saturday, Nov. 18 
8:30 a.m. ISEE Test at Maryvale

Saturday, Dec. 2 Christmas Crafts
10 a.m. – 11 a.m. and Cocoa

Saturday, Dec. 2 The Shops @ Maryvale
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Santa in the Castle 

Wednesday, Dec. 13
7:45 a.m. Mornings @ Maryvale 

Friday, Dec. 15 Admission and Financial
Aid Applications Due 

Monday, Dec.18
8:15 a.m. Mini-Mester Sneak Peek

Wednesday, Jan.17
7:45 a.m. Mornings @ Maryvale



Personal Attention In the Middle School,

our talented team of teachers and administrators gets

to know every girl. We take the time to understand

her hopes and dreams, which allows us to map out a

personalized path to grow her confidence and 

ensure her success in the classroom, on the field 

and in the theater.

We recognize that each Middle Schooler is different

and develops at her own pace. Our faculty and staff

are trained to recognize when a girl may need more

support, more independence or more rigor. 

Curriculum in Motion Responding to

studies showing that movement helps Middle Schoolers

absorb and retain new material, we offer many 

opportunities for our girls to be on the go throughout

the day. 

Hands-on learning activities are routinely incorporated

into our exciting curriculum. From building Maglev trains

in Science class to filming friends with GoPros in a Digital

Media elective, our Middle Schoolers are moving and

learning on every corner of our 100-plus-acre 

campus — a true living classroom. 

Leadership Lessons At Maryvale, we 

believe our youngest students can be extraordinary

leaders. Under the umbrella of our signature

Leadership Institute, we offer leadership classes and

Advisory lessons for sixth, seventh and eighth graders,

where the girls begin to develop confidence that will

serve them for a lifetime. 

We strategically infuse plenty of chances for our girls 

to showcase their leadership skills before their 

classmates and the community. Whether they are 

leading a prayer in Community Homeroom, campaign-

ing for a position in Middle School Student Council or

making an impact as the captain of a sports team, we

ensure that our learners of today will become our

leaders of tomorrow.

The Maryvale Way It’s easy to recognize a

Maryvale girl by her uniform, but also by her character.

The Maryvale Way is both a standard and a mindset

where respect, dignity and inclusivity are at the 

forefront of each student’s educational journey.

Every day, we strive to create a positive, welcoming 

environment that allows our community to live out the

mission created by our founders, the Sisters of Notre

Dame de Namur. At the heart of that mission are the

beliefs in the following hallmarks: the goodness of God;

the dignity of each person; an education on behalf of

social justice and peace in the world; commitment to

community service; the gift of diversity; legacy of friend-

ship rooted in God; and the development of holistic

learning communities.

The Middle School Model



Amy N. Belz
Middle School Head
Educational Background: M.Ed., Administration, Loyola University Maryland; B.A., Spanish, Notre Dame 
of Maryland University / Middlebury College; M.S.D.E. Advanced Professional Administrator 1 Certificate; 
Advanced Certification, Youth Ministry, Archdiocese of Baltimore

What you may not know: “While raising my children, I worked for the New York company, ‘On Location
Education,’ where I taught young television and movie actors and athletes in between takes and trainings.”

Student Philosophy: “Never underestimate the importance and complexity of the developing Middle School
brain. Now is the critical time to provide a stimulating, supportive educational environment balanced with 
opportunities for social, artistic, physical and spiritual growth. It’s where the seeds are planted for our future
scientists, scholars, virtuosos and leaders. Spend time with girls of this age, and prepare to be amazed by their
energy, humor, curiosity and unbridled joy in discovery.”

Michael A. Brown, Sr.
Assistant Middle School Head and Director of the Center for Academic Excellence
Educational Background: M.Ed., School Leadership, Goucher College; B.S., Business Administration,
Morgan State University; M.S.D.E. Advanced Professional Administrator 1 Certificate  
What you may not know: “One of my all-time favorite movies is ‘The Grinch’ with Jim Carrey.”
Student Philosophy: “I believe the Middle School years are opportunities for students to explore and
discover the way that they learn best. We should encourage students to develop and maximize their
strengths and abilities that will serve as a foundation for future growth. Students will be inspired to 
pursue excellence in every walk of life as they become tuned in with their God-given talents and gifts. As
educators, we have the distinct honor of inspiring students to pursue excellence in everything they do;
this is a life skill that will serve them well forever.”

Meet the Middle School Team

Jennifer Nicholas
Academic Dean
Educational Background: M.A., Leadership in Teaching, Notre Dame of Maryland University; B.S., Secondary
Education, Villanova University

What you may not know: “I have attended and worked in Catholic schools for my entire educational journey.”

Student Philosophy: “I believe that each student at Maryvale possesses unique talents and attributes. As an
educator, it is my goal to tap into these gifts in order to help each girl grow academically, spiritually and 
emotionally. I strive to help each student reach her potential, both in her academics and extra-curricular 
activities, and work to create a learning environment where all girls can achieve success. As educators, we have
the privilege of helping students achieve their dreams in order for them to better the world around us.”

Claire Doyle
Middle School Counselor
Educational Background: M.A., Counseling Psychology, Boston College; B.A., Psychology and English,
Boston College
What you may not know: “I swam with sharks and held a stingray in Punta Cana!” 
Student Philosophy: “Every student can be successful in both her academic and personal life, but,
sometimes, she may need guidance and help in reaching her goals. What works for one student might
not work for another, and that is O.K.! Every student has different strengths, and a big part of learning
involves figuring out your strengths and how to use them to your advantage.”

Maureen Finlan
Middle School Director of Student Life and Middle School Faculty Member
Educational Background: M.S.E., Educational Leadership, Catholic School Concentration, University of
Dayton; B.S., Elementary and Special Education, Saint Joseph’s University
What you may not know: “I once walked in the Philadelphia St. Patrick’s Day Parade!” 
Student Philosophy: “In my experience as a Catholic school leader, I have found that the students are
what make our communities so special. I believe students, especially Middler Schoolers, are ready and eager
to share their remarkable, God-given gifts. Whether evident in the classroom, on the sports field, through
community service or through performing arts, their contributions in these areas (and many more) inevitably
inspire those around them and impact their own personal, academic, social and spiritual development. If
guided and encouraged in positive, faith-filled ways, Middle School students feel empowered and willing 
to continue making their mark in the world. In effect, we begin to truly see leaders of tomorrow.”
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