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Middle School  

Summer Reading – 2020 

Please choose a book from the list below. There are grade level recommendations 

to help you. Pick a book you are interested in and want to discuss with other 

students. When you return in the fall you will have the opportunity to discuss the 

book with other students and a faculty member. Happy reading! 

Ambrose Deception by Emily Ecton, illustrated by Gilbert Ford (Adventure)  

Booklist 
(Grades 5-8). In three middle schools across Chicago, three students fly 

under the radar. Melissa hides how poor her family is while doing another 
people’s homework for a fee. Slacker Wilf knows exactly how to get out of 

things he doesn’t want to do. And show-off Bondi has a personality any con 
man would envy. None of them stand out, so their various teachers are 

flummoxed when the three are chosen to compete for a $10,000 
scholarship. They’re each given a different set of clues, and the answers are 

to be found throughout Chicago. Initially competitors, the three start to 
realize that something bigger is happening here. Why does recently 

deceased multimillionaire Enoch Ambrose’s name keep popping up 

everywhere?  

 

Auggie & Me: Three Wonder Stories by R.J. Palacio (Real Life/Friendship)  

 

Kirkus  
(Grades 5-8) In the companion novel to Wonder, (2012) three students at 

Beecher Prep middle school tell stories that connect with Auggie Pullman's 
dramatic arrival into their worlds. "Sometimes friendships are hard," and 

friendship with Auggie Pullman is a special challenge. He is different. He 
looks different, and that's not easy in middle school. He has a "severe 

craniofacial difference," facial features that, even after many surgeries over 
the years, look like "the drippings on the side of a candle." Now, Palacio 

zeros in on three characters: Julian, the bully; Auggie's oldest friend, 
Christopher; and Charlotte, the girl who is nice to Auggie but never 

especially friendly. Auggie is the common thread in their stories, but he's 

behind the scenes here, peripheral to their first-person narratives. Each 
character relates a story that includes an epiphany about friendship, family, 

and life. Auggie is the catalyst for transformations in their lives, but readers 

will see sides of characters Auggie never would have known.  

 



Blended by Sharon Draper (Real Life/Friendship)  

Booklist  

(Grades 5-7). Every week, Isabella must change gears. She alternates 
between her white mom and her black dad, who have completely dissimilar 

lifestyles. Isabella loves both her families but going back and forth often 

makes her feel like she has two lives. Her struggle to figure out who she is 
becomes even harder as the reality of racism hits close to home. An attack 

on her best friend, who is black, rocks Isabella’s school and further confuses 
her search for identity. Though Isabella’s mixed race and struggle to find 

identity in a world where racism exists are strong components of this book, 
it is primarily about a child of divorce finding her place in two different 

families.  

 

The Boy in the Black Suit by Jason Reynolds (Real Life/Friendship)  

School Library Journal  
(Grades 7-8) Matt's mother just died, and his dad isn't coping well, hanging 

out with the local drunk and downing whiskey, which results in his getting 
hit by a car and landing in the hospital. Matt is also grieving his mom's death 

and now he's on his own, until he lands a job at the local funeral home: $15 
an hour and Mr. Ray as his boss. Attending other people's funerals helps the 

teen come to grips with his own grief. Hearing mourners express their real 
thoughts of suffering at each funeral allows Matt to figure out his own 

feelings. Mr. Ray is wise and shows up at all the right times to help the 
struggling young man, and when Mr. Ray's secrets come to light, he appears 

even cooler in Matt's eyes. Amid all this, Matt meets Lovey, the girl of his 
dreams, who is smart, funny, gorgeous, and tough. A mystery intersecting 

Lovey's life and that of Matt’s best friend, Chris, deepens the plot.  

 

Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, a Life in Balance by Simone Biles 

(Biography)  

Booklist  

(Grades 8). Who can forget the radiant smile and inexhaustible energy of 
four-feet-eight, 19-year-old Simone Biles, Olympian gymnast? This inspiring 

and humorous memoir details how Simone, with the help and support of her 
family, coaches, faith, and friends, succeeded in winning five Olympic 

medals in 2016, four gold and a bronze. After a brief time in foster care, 
Simone was six when she and her younger sister were adopted by her 

grandparents (whom she refers to as her mom and dad). Flipping on the 
family trampoline and an unexpected daycare trip to the local tumbling gym 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15730482.Simone_Biles


sparked her love of gymnastics. Despite her rookie success, she missed 
being selected for the USA women’s junior team by one spot and was too 

young to compete in the 2012 Olympics. But success was in her future, due 
in part to her incredible support system—her parents even built their own 

gym. Simone is admirable, but it’s the unwavering support of her family and 

coaches that will make a lasting impact on readers. 

 

Dissenter on the Bench: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s life and work by 
Victoria Ortiz (Biography)  
 

Booklist  

(Grades 7-8). As the subtitle indicates, this biography of Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg tells of her life from childhood to the present, while providing an 

overview of her work as a lawyer, a judge, and a Supreme Court justice. 
Growing up in a Jewish family in Brooklyn during WWII, Ruth Bader was 

acutely aware of anti-Semitism at home and abroad. Later, she and her 
husband, who both earned law degrees, worked hard through challenges 

such as serious illness and demanding careers to create a stable home for 
their family and a mutually supportive relationship. The text pulls together a 

good deal of information and presents it in a clear, straightforward way. 
Illustrations range from family snapshots and professional portraits to a 

photo of an “RBG bobblehead figure.” Throughout the book, Ortiz offers 
detailed accounts of cases Ginsburg either heard as a Supreme Court justice 

or argued as a lawyer defending individuals’ rights under the Constitution. 
The descriptions of noteworthy legal cases and significant court decisions are 

particularly well done. An absorbing introduction to Ginsburg and her 

achievements. 

 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Regan Barnhill (Fantasy)  

Booklist  

(Grades 5-8). Every year, the elders of the Protectorate sacrifice a baby to 
appease an evil witch—though, in truth, it’s a facade to subdue the 

populace. Xan, the witch in question, rescues each baby and finds families 
for them. One time, however, Xan accidentally feeds moonlight to the baby, 

which fills her with magic. Xan thereupon adopts her, names her Luna, and 
raises her with the help of a swamp monster and a tiny dragon. Luna’s 

magic grows exponentially and causes such havoc that Xan casts a spell to 
suppress it until Luna turns 13. But the spell misfires, clouding Luna’s mind 

whenever magic is mentioned, making proper training impossible. As the 
fateful birthday approaches, Xan fears dying before she can teach Luna 

everything she needs to know. Meanwhile, in the Protectorate, a young 



couple dares to challenge the status quo, a madwoman trapped in a tower 

escapes by way of paper birds, and a truly evil witch is revealed.  

 

Halfway Normal by Barbara Dee (Real Life/Friendship)  

Booklist  
(Grades 5-8). Norah has lost two years of school to a battle against 

archvillain Lou Kemia, her vision of acute lymphoblastic leukemia 
personified. Now she’s rejoining her class as they begin seventh grade, but 

social alliances have reformed during Norah’s absence. Compounding the 
problem, because of the academic progress she made with her tutor, Norah 

is placed in eighth grade math and science, where she quickly bonds with a 
cute new kid, Griffin. Meanwhile, Norah’s concerned parents remain deeply 

involved in monitoring her daily life, which becomes problematic as Norah 
needs space to navigate the ordinary challenges of seventh grade, such as 

mean girls, baffling boys, and clueless adults. The authenticity of Norah’s 

story can be credited to the author’s own experience as the mother of a 
cancer patient. But this is not a book about cancer; rather, it’s about the 

process of moving forward in its wake.  

 

It Aint so Awful Falafel by Firozeh Dumas (Historical)  

Booklist  

(Grades 5-8). Zomorod Yousefzadeh dreams of having a beanbag chair: “I 
imagine inviting a friend over. The minute she sees the beanbag chair, she 

knows that even if my parents speak a different language and I do not have 
a pet and we have no snack foods, I am still cool.” At age 11, she has 

moved four times between her native Iran and California, and her plan for 
fitting in at Newport Beach’s middle school starts with having a new 

American name, Cindy—just like on The Brady Bunch. In 1978, people don’t 
know much about Iran, and Cindy’s scheme to sidestep awkward questions 

about camels is working like a charm. She makes friends and joins the Girl 

Scouts, but then Iran starts making the news. A revolution is underway, and 
when the Iranians take American hostages, Cindy’s family becomes the 

target of mean-spirited attacks and prejudice.  

 

Running Through Sprinklers by Michelle Kim (Real Life/Friendship)  

Booklist  

(Grades 5-7). In this appealing Canadian debut set during the Gulf War, 
Sara, almost 12, is devastated when her best friend, Nadine, waits until 

school starts to tell her she’s skipping a grade, leaving Sara behind. Sara 



schemes to maintain their friendship, enlisting Nadine’s help in a search for 
Sara’s brother’s missing baseball teammate. But Nadine increasingly ignores 

her, and Sara stops studying and starts hanging out with a girl she used to 
dislike. Nadine’s sister, Jen, also rejects Sara for not pulling her weight in 

the science project they’re doing together. Stung, Sara lashes out at 
everyone and rashly runs away. Both Sara and Nadine are biracial—Sara’s 

half Korean, and Nadine’s half Japanese. The novel is full of familiar middle-
grade experiences, like school dances, secret crushes, and amusingly 

awkward advice by Sara’s Korean mom.  

 

Scythe (1) Arc of a Scythe by Neal Shusterman (Science Fiction/Dystopia)  

School Library Journal  

(Grade 8) -In a world in which humanity has conquered death (no aging, no 
disease, no poverty, no war), ruled by the Thunderhead, an omniscient 

evolution of today's cloud, Scythes are the only ones who can take a human 

life. They are the best humanity has to offer, and they roam the world 
"gleaning" people in order to keep the population in check. Scythes are 

treated like royalty and feared. The last thing Citra Terranova and Rowan 
Damisch want is to become Scythes, but when they are chosen by Scythe 

Faraday to become his apprentices, they are thrown into a life in which they 
need to master the art of death. They prove to be apt pupils, but when 

Scythe Faraday mysteriously gleans himself and Citra and Rowan are 
apprenticed to two other fearsome Scythes, they will have to put their skills 

to the test against each other. Intertwined with the fascinating concept of 
humanity conquering death and the idea of Scythes is the prospect that 

perhaps this is not the ideal world in which to live. Humanity has perfected 
itself-so what does that leave it to accomplish? Shusterman starts off this 

series in dramatic fashion as he creates an engrossing world that pulls 
readers in and refuses to let them go. VERDICT A truly astounding, 

unputdownable read and a fast-paced beginning to an excellent sci-fi series. 

 

She’s the Worst by Lauren Spieller (Real Life/Friendship)  

Booklist  

(Grades 7-8). When they were kids, April and Jenn were close, but over the 
last few years, the sisters have grown apart: athletic, energetic April has 

been focused on soccer and her social life, while studious, responsible Jenn 
has buckled down and focused on getting into Stanford and working at the 

family store. But even though everyone seems to think April only cares 
about herself, she's noticed that Jenn, who has ended up staying in L.A. for 

college instead of heading to Stanford, isn't happy about her plans. So, April 



decides to cheer her up with a pact they made as kids: they'll spend a day 
exploring the best of L.A. before Jenn starts school. But Jenn, it turns out, is 

hiding a secret that could cause their family to implode. Jenn and April both 
pops more than the side characters, especially their parents, who manage to 

be both draconian and immature. Still, this is a sparkling homage to L.A. and 
a love letter to the difficult, mercurial, rewarding relationship between 

sisters. 

Under Their Skin by Margaret Peterson Haddix (Science Fiction/Dystopia)  

Booklist  

(Grades 5-7). Twelve-year-old twins Nick and Eryn aren’t terribly surprised 

when their mother informs them, she is getting remarried; she and Michael 
have been dating for several years. Moving to a new house won’t be so bad, 

since they will go to the same school, and they will still alternate weeks at 
their father’s house like always. But when she tells them that to ease the 

transition, they won’t be meeting their new stepsiblings, Ava and Jackson, 
Nick and Eryn’s curiosity is piqued, and they can’t stop devising plans to get 

in touch with the new kids. When they finally figure out where Ava and 
Jackson live, they see something that shocks them to their core. The book’s 

underlying secret is well thought-out, supplying explanations while still 
building tension. The major question readers will want answered is the one 

Nick and Eryn want answered, too, and when it’s revealed at the end of this 
first of a two-book series, it raises the already high-tension level through the 

roof. Haddix, author of the Missing series, does a particularly fine job of 
catching the nuances of both kids and the adults, each with their own 

agendas. A crisp, intriguing, and thought-provoking tale that’s hits the 

bull’s-eye for its middle-grade audience. 

 

Walk two Moons by Sharon Creech (Real Life/Friendship)  

Booklist  

(Grades 7-8) Thirteen-year-old Sal Hiddle can't deal with all the upheaval in 
her life. Her mother, Sugar, is in Idaho, and although Sugar promised to 

return before the tulips bloomed, she hasn't come back. Instead, Mr. Hiddle 
has moved Sal from the farm she loves so much and has even taken up 

company with the unpleasantly named Mrs. Cadaver. Multilayered, the book 
tells the story of Sal's trip to Idaho with her grandparents; and as the car 

clatters along, Sal tells her grandparents the story of her friend Phoebe, who 
receives messages from a "lunatic" and who must cope with the 

disappearance of her mother. The novel is ambitious and successful on many 
fronts: the characters, even the adults, are fully realized; the story certainly 

keeps readers' interest; and the pacing is good throughout. But Creech's 

surprises--that Phoebe's mother has an illegitimate son and that Sugar is 



buried in Idaho, where she died after a bus accident--are obvious in the first 
case and contrived in the second. Sal knows her mother is dead; that Creech 

makes readers think otherwise seems a cheat, though one, it must be 
admitted, that may bother adults more than kids. Still, when Sal's on the 

road with her grandparents, spinning Phoebe's yarn and trying to untangle 

her own, this story sings. 

 

 

 

 

 


