
A.P. EUROPEAN HISTORY - SUMMER 2020 ASSIGNMENT 

 

 

READ the following chapters from Western Civilization (Spielvogel) and complete the assignments 

below:  [TEXT: Western Civilization. Jackson J. Spielvogel. 9th edition. Thomson-Wadsworth, 2009] 

 

Ch.11 – The Later Middle Ages: Crisis and Disintegration in the 14th Century  [link provided below] 

Ch.12 – Recovery and Rebirth: The Age of the Renaissance  [link provided below] 

 

DUE DATE FOR ASSIGNMENTS:  Tue. Sept 8. 

 

 

Assignment for Ch.11: 
https://www.sycamoreschools.org/cms/lib010/OH01914515/Centricity/Domain/734/Copy%20of%20The%20Later%20Middle%
20Ages%20Spielvogel%20Ch%2011.pdf 

 

DIRECTIONS:  As you read, answer the questions below.  Answers may be typed, or handwritten.  You 

should write using complete sentences.  Answers are expected to fully respond to the question. 

 

1.  What impact did the Black Death have on the society and economy of Europe? 

2.  What major problems did European states face in the 14th century? 

3.  How and why did the authority and prestige of the papacy decline in the 14th century? 

4.  What were the major developments in literature and art in the 14th century? 

5.  How did the adversities in the 14th century affect urban life and medical practices? 

6.  What were the chief factors that led to the urban and rural revolts of the 14th century? 

7.  What were the causes of the Hundred Years’ War, and what were the results of the war for France and 

England? 

8.  Application to Today:  Open the link and read the article, The Coronavirus and the Search for 

Scapegoats.  After reading the article, answer the following questions. 

LINK:  https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/its-catching/202002/the-coronavirus-and-the-search-scapegoats 

 

a)  According to the article, why were Jews often blamed for spreading the Plague in the 14th 

century? 

b)  Beside the Black Death, what are other examples in history where ethnic groups have been 

blamed for outbreaks of disease? 

c)  In general, why – according to the article - are certain ethnic groups, nationalities, and 

marginalized peoples scapegoated for outbreaks of disease? 

d)  Based upon information from the article and your own knowledge of events, how does the 

current Coronavirus pandemic fit the historical pattern of scapegoating?  How, if at all, is it 

different?  Explain. 

 

Assignment for Ch.12 Excerpt (Recovery and Rebirth: The Age of the Renaissance): 
https://1.cdn.edl.io/82sRe77olmKjH1GnIu5cljsuiirZ9ZMYYfsHnAuXx2ScZz0l.pdf 

 

DIRECTIONS:  Answer the following questions using complete sentences.  Answers should fully answer 

the questions and be written largely in your own words.  Do not just simply copy from the book. 

 

1.  What characteristics distinguish the Renaissance from the Middle Ages? 

2.  What major social changes occurred during the Renaissance? 

3.  How did Machiavelli’s works reflect the political realities of Renaissance Italy? 

https://www.sycamoreschools.org/cms/lib010/OH01914515/Centricity/Domain/734/Copy%20of%20The%20Later%20Middle%20Ages%20Spielvogel%20Ch%2011.pdf
https://www.sycamoreschools.org/cms/lib010/OH01914515/Centricity/Domain/734/Copy%20of%20The%20Later%20Middle%20Ages%20Spielvogel%20Ch%2011.pdf
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/its-catching/202002/the-coronavirus-and-the-search-scapegoats
https://1.cdn.edl.io/82sRe77olmKjH1GnIu5cljsuiirZ9ZMYYfsHnAuXx2ScZz0l.pdf


4.  What was humanism, and what effect did it have on philosophy, education, attitudes toward politics, 

and the writing of history? 

5.  What were the chief characteristics of Renaissance art, and how did it differ in Italy and northern 

Europe? 

6.  Why do historians sometimes refer to the monarchies of the late 15th century as the “new monarchies” 

or “Renaissance states”? 

7.  What were the policies of the Renaissance popes, and what impact did those policies have on the 

Catholic Church? 

8.  Read the primary source excerpt on p.342, The Letters of Isabella d’Este, and answer the following 

question:  What do these letters reveal about Isabella’s character and about the attributes and strategies of 

expression on which noble women had to rely in order to participate effectively in high politics? 


