
	
 

Maryvale Preparatory School 

Twelfth Grade  

Summer Reading - 2016 

Each Advisory will choose one book to read over the summer. The book will be 
discussed during the first quarter. Please choose from the list below. Happy 
reading! 

 

Things a Little Bird Told Me: confessions of the creative mind by Stone, Biz 
(A) 

Booklist (April 1, 2014 (Vol. 110, No. 15)) 
Twitter cofounder Stone dropped out of college to design book jackets, just one of 
the quirky turns of fate that set him on a nonlinear path to social-media 
entrepreneurship. He recounts having enough chutzpah to call himself a genius 
when he suffered lack of confidence and direction, enough audacity to ask for a job 
at Google on the strength of his experience as a blogger when he lacked a college 
degree, never mind a PhD in computer science. He and Evan Williams, who joined 
Google after selling Blogger, later left the relative safety of Google to start several 
ventures, most of which failed, before developing Twitter. While chronicling his 
setbacks and successes, Stone offers solid advice and inspiration: opportunity can 
be manufactured, creativity is a renewable resource, embrace constraints, failures 
can be assets, asking questions is free, empathy is essential to success. Readers 
will enjoy the tales of the ups and downs of Silicon Valley among major players, 
from Google to Apple to Facebook, as well as the insightful advice that can be 
applied to any career or enterprise. 

 

A Deadly Wandering: a Tale of Tragedy and Redemption in the Age of 
Attention by Richtel, Matt (A) 
 
Booklist starred (October 1, 2014 (Vol. 111, No. 3)) 
Pulitzer Prize winner Richtel takes a multisided, personal look at what he terms a 
“modern tragedy”—the consequences of texting while driving. In this case, in Utah 
in 2006, young Reggie Shaw denied against all evidence that he had been texting, 
and his advocates stated that people become distracted all the time behind the 
wheel (eating, changing the radio station, etc.). But Reggie’s distraction and 
subsequent wreck killed young family men James Furfaro and Keith O’Dell, two 



	
rocket scientists. In 2006, the U.S. had few laws against cell-phone use while 
driving, and little evidence was publicly shared that such devices could 
devastatingly distract drivers. Richtel divides his book into three sections—
“Collision,” “Reckoning,” and “Redemption”—and within these, he focuses not just 
on Reggie and the families affected by the wreck but also on tenacious and brave 
victims’ advocate Terryl Warner, the lawmakers who fought for change in 
conservative state, and various neuroscientists, men and women who work 
tirelessly to show how the rapid advancements of technology may be more than 
human brains can handle. A rare combination of science, ability, tragedy, and hope, 
one that should be read by parents and young adults alike as well as legislators. 

 

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

Booklist starred (April 15, 2014 (Vol. 110, No. 16)) 
A novel to live in, learn from, and feel bereft over when the last page is turned, 
Doerr’s magnificently drawn story seems at once spacious and tightly composed. It 
rests, historically, during the occupation of France during WWII, but brief chapters 
told in alternating voices give the overall—and long—narrative a swift movement 
through time and events. We have two main characters, each one on opposite sides 
in the conflagration that is destroying Europe. Marie-Louise is a sightless girl who 
lived with her father in Paris before the occupation; he was a master locksmith for 
the Museum of Natural History. When German forces necessitate abandonment of 
the city, Marie-Louise’s father, taking with him the museum’s greatest treasure, 
removes himself and his daughter and eventually arrives at his uncle’s house in the 
coastal city of Saint-Malo. Young German soldier Werner is sent to Saint-Malo to 
track Resistance activity there, and eventually, and inevitably, Marie-Louise’s and 
Werner’s paths cross. It is through their individual and intertwined tales that Doerr 
masterfully and knowledgeably re-creates the deprived civilian conditions of war-
torn France and the strictly controlled lives of the military occupiers. High-Demand 
Backstory: A multipronged marketing campaign will make the author’s many fans 
aware of his newest book, and extensive review coverage is bound to enlist many 
new fans. 

 

Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness by Susannah Cahalan 
                                                                                                                  
Library Journal (November 1, 2012) 
New York Post reporter Cahalan details the madness that briefly robbed her of her 
independence and ability to write. At first, the author's erratic behavior seemed 
symptomatic of overwork. Soon, her lack of physical control and frightening, self-
destructive behavior became impossible to ignore. Following a string of 
misdiagnoses, a top neurologist recognized a then newly discovered autoimmune 
condition called anti-NMDA-receptor encephalitis. With the help of her doctor and 



	
supportive family and boyfriend, Cahalan recovered and was back at work within a 
year. Though more journalistic in tone, the book parallels Sylvia Plath's literary 
classic The Bell Jar. VERDICT A compelling, quick read with a moving message. 
Cahalan's hip writing style, sympathetic characters, and suspenseful story will 
appeal to fans of medical thrillers and the television show House. Brief, informative 
biology and abnormal psychology discussions throughout the text will interest 
science students without slowing the narrative. Because Cahalan's condition is rare 
and its causes unknown, this book may save lives and promote empathy for those 
struggling with mental illness. [See Prepub Alert, 5/20/12.]-Chrissy Spallone, 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Lib. (c) Copyright 2012. Library Journals LLC, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. 

 

Revolution by Jennifer Donnelly 

Booklist (October 1, 2010 (Vol. 107, No. 3)) 
Grades 8-12. Donnelly follows her Printz Honor Book, A Northern Light (2003), with 
another gripping, sophisticated story, but this time she pairs historical fiction with a 
wrenching contemporary plotline. After her little brother’s murder and her mother’s 
subsequent breakdown, high-school-senior Andi feels like a ghost. She is furious at 
her father, a Nobel Prize–winning scientist with a 25-year-old pregnant girlfriend, 
when he arranges for Andi to join him in Paris: “Sure. My brother’s dead. My 
mother’s insane. Hey, let’s have a crepe.” In France though, Andi, a passionate 
musician, discovers a diary written during the French Revolution by a young woman 
with whom Andi develops an increasing fascination. Donnelly links past and present 
with distracting contrivances—culminating in time travel—that work against the 
novel’s great strengths. But the ambitious story, narrated in Andi’s grief-soaked, 
sardonic voice, will wholly capture patient readers with its sharply articulated, raw 
emotions and insights into science and art; ambition and love; history’s ever-
present influence; and music’s immediate, astonishing power: “It gets inside of you 
. . . and changes the beat of your heart.” 

 

The Sea of Tranquility by Millay Katja 

Booklist (May 1, 2013 (Vol. 109, No. 17)) 
Aspiring concert pianist Nastya’s left hand has been so badly damaged; she will 
never play the piano again. What caused the injury has left the 17-year-old 
traumatized; in fact, she has chosen to become mute and hasn’t spoken a word in 
more than a year. Meanwhile, Josh, also 17, has lost his entire family to death, 
leaving him bereft and very much alone in the world. The two troubled teens meet 
and begin a cautious friendship that will blossom into something deeper. But will it 
be enough to save the two from themselves? Author Millay writes her first novel 
from the respective points of view of the preternaturally introspective teens, whose 
relentless self-loathing—especially Nastya’s—will test some readers’ patience, as 



	
will the book’s length and often deliberate pace. That said, fans of character-driven 
fiction will find much to admire in this deeply felt novel that is an excellent example 
of crossover fiction, which has equal appeal to older teens and the 
twentysomethings who are now being called New Adults. 

 

The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 

Publishers Weekly (January 28, 2008) 
If you've ever wondered what your dog is thinking, Stein's third novel offers an 
answer. Enzo is a lab terrier mix plucked from a farm outside Seattle to ride 
shotgun with race car driver Denny Swift as he pursues success on the track and 
off. Denny meets and marries Eve, has a daughter, Zoe, and risks his savings and 
his life to make it on the professional racing circuit. Enzo, frustrated by his inability 
to speak and his lack of opposable thumbs, watches Denny's old racing videos, 
coins koanlike aphorisms that apply to both driving and life, and hopes for the day 
when his life as a dog will be over and he can be reborn a man. When Denny hits 
an extended rough patch, Enzo remains his most steadfast if silent supporter. Enzo 
is a reliable companion and a likable enough narrator, though the string of Denny's 
bad luck stories strains believability. Much like Denny, however, Stein is able to 
salvage some dignity from the over-the-top drama. (May) Copyright 2008 Reed 
Business Information. 

 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot (Adult) 
 

Library Journal (December 1, 2009) 
This distinctive work skillfully puts a human face on the bioethical questions 
surrounding the HeLa cell line. Henrietta Lacks, an African American mother of five, 
was undergoing treatment for cancer at Johns Hopkins University in 1951 when 
tissue samples were removed without her knowledge or permission and used to 
create HeLa, the first "immortal" cell line. HeLa has been sold around the world and 
used in countless medical research applications, including the development of the 
polio vaccine. Science writer Skloot, who worked on this book for ten years, 
entwines Lacks's biography, the development of the HeLa cell line, and her own 
story of building a relationship with Lacks's children. Full of dialog and vivid detail, 
this reads like a novel, but the science behind the story is also deftly handled. 
Verdict While there are other titles on this controversy (e.g., Michael Gold's A 
Conspiracy of Cells: One Woman's Immortal Legacy-and the Medical Scandal It 
Caused), this is the most compelling account for general readers, especially those 
interested in questions of medical research ethics. Highly recommended. [See 
Skloot's essay, p. 126; Prepub Alert, LJ 11/1/09.]-Carla Lee, Univ. of Virginia Lib., 
Charlottesville Copyright 2009 Reed Business Information. 

 


