
	
 

Maryvale Preparatory School 

Eleventh Grade  

Summer Reading - 2016 

Each Advisory will choose one book to read over the summer. The book will be 
discussed during the first quarter. Please choose from the list below. Happy 
reading! 

 

Do the Kind Thing: Think Boundlessly, Work Purposefully, Live Passionately 
by Daniel Lubetzky  (A) 
 

Booklist (March 1, 2015 (Vol. 111, No. 13)) 
Renowned social entrepreneur Lubetzky grew up in Mexico, the son of a Holocaust-
survivor father. He was on the verge of a legal career when he set off for a project 
in the Middle East to reduce conflict by developing a common economic enterprise. 
The experience taught him the potential and value of doing good while doing 
business and is the driving philosophy behind KIND—nutritional snacks that 
encourage consumers to be kind to their bodies and to others. At the heart of his 
philosophy is the notion of AND—that we do not have to accept the limitations of 
the false choices of either/or. Lubetzky declares that accepting AND opens up 
creative possibilities. He outlines nine themes to his philosophy, including purpose, 
grit, truth and discipline, and originality. He also shares examples of each from his 
business and professional life, including the hypercompetitiveness of the food 
market and lucrative offers to sell. Even as the food market has since become 
flooded with cause-marketing and healthy snacks, Lubetzky has maintained an 
anchor on health, taste, and social responsibility. 

 

Station Eleven: a novel by Emily St. John Mandel 

Library Journal (September 1, 2014) 
Starred Review. Onstage at a Toronto theater, an aging movie star drops dead 
while performing the title role in King Lear. As the other cast members share a 
drink at the lobby bar before heading into the snowy night, none can know what 
horrors await them: "Of all of them at the bar that night, the bartender was the one 
who survived the longest. He died three weeks later on the road out of the city." 
The Shakespearean tragedy unfolds into a real-life calamity just before the entire 



	
world is overtaken by a catastrophic flu pandemic that will kill off the vast majority 
of the population. The narrative is organized around several figures present at the 
theater that night, and the tale travels back and forth in time, from the years 
before the pandemic through the following 20 years in a world without government, 
electricity, telecommunications, modern medicine, or transportation. In this lawless 
and dangerous new reality, a band of actors and musicians performs Shakespeare 
for the small communities that have come into existence in the otherwise 
abandoned landscape. In this unforgettable, haunting, and almost hallucinatory 
portrait of life at the edge, those who remain struggle to retain their basic humanity 
and make connections with the vanished world through art, memory, and remnants 
of popular culture. VERDICT This is a brilliantly constructed, highly literary, 
postapocalyptic page-turner, and should be a breakout novel for Mandel. [See 
Prepub Alert, 3/24/14.]-Lauren Gilbert, Sachem P.L., Holbrook, NY (c) Copyright 
2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No 
redistribution permitted. 

 

Everything I Never Told You by Ng Celeste 

Booklist starred (May 15, 2014 (Vol. 110, No. 18)) 
A teenage girl goes missing and is later found to have drowned in a nearby lake, 
and suddenly a once tight-knit family unravels in unexpected ways. As the daughter 
of a college professor and his stay-at-home wife in a small Ohio town in the 1970s, 
Lydia Lee is already unwittingly part of the greater societal changes going on all 
around her. But Lydia suffers from pressure that has nothing to do with tuning out 
and turning on. Her father is an American born of first-generation Chinese 
immigrants, and his ethnicity, and hers, make them conspicuous in any setting. Her 
mother is white, and their interracial marriage raises eyebrows and some intrusive 
charges of miscegenation. More troubling, however, is her mother’s frustration at 
having given up medical school for motherhood, and how she blindly and selfishly 
insists that Lydia follow her road not taken. The cracks in Lydia’s perfect-daughter 
foundation grow slowly but erupt suddenly and tragically, and her death threatens 
to destroy her parents and deeply scar her siblings. Tantalizingly thrilling, Ng’s 
emotionally complex debut novel captures the tension between cultures and 
generations with the deft touch of a seasoned writer. Ng will be one to watch. 

 

Where the Stars Still Shine by Trish Doller 

School Library Journal (September 1, 2013) 
Gr 10 Up-Readers who appreciated the gritty realism tempered with romance in 
Doller's Something Like Normal (Bloomsbury, 2012) will welcome this book about a 
17-year-old struggling to move beyond a traumatic past and find redemption. Callie 
was kidnapped at age five by her mother, Veronica, and both have been on the run 
ever since. Rootless and bouncing from place to place, the teen has become 



	
accustomed to loneliness. But when Veronica is finally arrested for her daughter's 
kidnapping, Callie's reunion with her father, Greg, is bittersweet. Left to her own 
devices all those years, she bristles at his attempts to establish a stable home 
environment and draw her into his close-knit family. He is part of a large Greek-
American community in which everyone seems to know everyone and she is 
overwhelmed by it. Callie's competing loyalties to both parents prove trying as she 
grapples with creating friendships and fulfilling family expectations. Terrifying 
flashbacks also reveal that Callie was sexually abused as a child. She seeks solace 
in the arms of Alex, a local boy with a "ladies' man" reputation. Soon, their 
relationship develops from something steamy into enduring tenderness. Adding 
depth is the novel's stark contrast between Callie's itinerant, heartbreaking former 
life and her new one, suffused with warmth and Greek traditions. Doller gracefully 
handles complex issues including mental illness, parental neglect, and trauma in a 
respectful manner that will ring true to readers. A highly suitable choice for teens 
who enjoyed Erica Lorraine Scheidt's Uses for Boys (St. Martin's, 2013).-Lalitha 
Nataraj, Escondido Public Library, CA (c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. 

 

The Book of Unknown Americans by Henriquez, Cristina   
 
Booklist starred (April 15, 2014 (Vol. 110, No. 16)) 
On a cold, bewildering night, the Riveras, who have just left their happy lives in 
Mexico, are dropped off at a dilapidated apartment building on the western edge of 
Delaware. Arturo has given up his thriving construction company to labor in a dark, 
grimy indoor mushroom farm, while his wife, Alma, lonely and afraid, with no 
English and little money, worries incessantly about their beautiful 15-year-old 
daughter, Maribel. She has suffered a traumatic brain injury, and her parents have 
sacrificed everything to send her to a special school. Their building turns out to be a 
sanctuary for Central and Latin American immigrants, and as the Riveras’ dramatic 
tale unfolds, Henríquez brings their generous neighbors forward to tell the 
compelling stories of why and how they left Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, Colombia, Mexico, Panama, and Paraguay. As one man says, “We are 
the unknown Americans,” those who are feared and hated. As Maribel opens up to 
Mayor, the infatuated boy next-door who is relentlessly bullied by his father and his 
classmates, terror of the unknown becomes a tragic force. Each scene, voice, 
misunderstanding, and alliance is beautifully realized and brimming with feeling in 
the acclaimed Henríquez’s (The World in Half, 2009) compassionately imagined, 
gently comedic, and profoundly wrenching novel of big dreams and crushing reality, 
courageous love and unfathomable heartbreak. 

 

 

 



	
 

Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 

Library Media Connection (August/September 2011) 
As this historical novel opens, Lina and her family are being forcibly removed from 
their Lithuanian home by the KGB, for unknown reasons. Taken without warning, 
the family is transported to workers' camps. In 1941, the Soviets deport teachers, 
preachers, criminals, and other innocents to forced-labor camps with harsh 
conditions similar to Nazi camps. Told in first person with "before captivity" 
flashbacks, Lina relays her fifteen-year-old perceptions. As their train stops, 
talented Lina leaves artwork that may give a clue about where her family has gone. 
Poignant and compassionate, this story reveals a strong sense of hope, survival, 
belief, and family. As Lina describes the pain, cold, and oppression, the reader feels 
them as well. In the final chapter, the reader sees that Lina has survived, married, 
returned to Lithuania, and left a legacy of buried journals and drawings. In this 
compelling first novel, Sepetys portrays an unexplored topic. Sepetys took trips to 
Lithuania to obtain first-hand knowledge of those who survived. This story will stay 
with the reader long after the book has been finished, and this novel should be on 
every high school library shelf. Judith M. Garner, Media Specialist, Rock Hill (South 
Carolina) High School. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

 

Every Day by David Levithan 

Kirkus Reviews starred (May 15, 2012) 
Imagine waking up in a different body every day. A is a 16-year-old genderless 
being who drifts from body to body each day, living the life of a new human host of 
the same age and similar geographic radius for 24 hours. One morning, A wakes up 
a girl with a splitting hangover; another day he/she wakes up as a teenage boy so 
overweight he can barely fit into his car. Straight boys, gay girls, teens of different 
races, body shapes, sizes and genders make up the catalog of A's outward 
appearances, but ultimately A's spirit--or soul--remains the same. One downside of 
A's life is that he/she doesn't have a family, nor is he/she able to make friends. A 
tries to interfere as little as possible with the lives of the teenagers until the day 
he/she meets and falls head over heels in love with Rhiannon, an ethereal girl with 
a jackass boyfriend. A pursues Rhiannon each day in whatever form he/she wakes 
up in, and Rhiannon learns to recognize A--not by appearance, but by the way 
he/she looks at her across the room. The two have much to overcome, and A's 
shifting physical appearance is only the beginning. Levithan's self-conscious, 
analytical style marries perfectly with the plot. His musings on love, longing and 
human nature knit seamlessly with A's journey. Readers will devour his trademark 
poetic wordplay and cadences that feel as fresh as they were when he wrote Boy 
Meets Boy (2003). An awe-inspiring, thought-provoking reminder that love reaches 
beyond physical appearances or gender. (Fiction. 14 & up) 



	
 

Have a Little Faith: a true story by Mitch Albom 

Booklist (September 1, 2009 (Vol. 106, No. 1)) 
In his thirties, Albom’s rabbi, after hearing him deliver a speech, asked Albom to 
deliver the eulogy at his funeral. Not big on faith and married to a Christian woman 
of Lebanese background, Albom was taken aback. He’d known Rabbi Albert Lewis 
since he was a child, seeing him as the tall and distant figure somewhere between 
God and the congregants of the synagogue in a New Jersey suburb. He consented 
and asked to spend time with Reb to get to know him as a man. In eight years, 
what began as a reluctant assignment grew into a treasured friendship with a man 
of unbounded joy, singing everything from show tunes to greetings to his visitors. 
In his new hometown of Detroit, where he developed a charitable foundation, 
Albom met Henry Covington, pastor of a dilapidated inner-city church and a 
humbled former drug dealer and ex-con. Covington’s church, with a huge hole in 
the roof and very few and very poor congregants, obviously needed help. But 
Albom wasn’t sure how much to invest until he began to witness the faith of 
Covington and his congregation, struggling to overcome poverty, addictions, and 
hopelessness. Albom parallels time spent with Rabbi Lewis, Pastor Covington, and 
his own personal spiritual journey as he learned the incredible complexities of faith, 
finding it, holding on to it, and seeing and appreciating it at work in others. Albom, 
author of the acclaimed Tuesdays with Morrie (1997), offers another inspirational 
and heartwarming story about the strength of friendship and power of faith. 

 
 
The Game of Love and Death by Martha Brockenbrough 
 
Booklist starred (April 15, 2015 (Vol. 111, No. 16)) 
Grades 9-12. “Stuck as eternal companions, Love and Death never worked as 
allies.” Instead, they while away the millennia playing a game. Each chooses a 
player from among humanity. The length of the game is determined by a roll of the 
dice. The stakes are fatally high: if Death wins, her player dies; if Love wins, both 
players live. Death always wins. This time, however, Love is confident that he has 
the edge: the players are twins at heart. Flora is an African American girl, 
toughened by tragedy, who dreams of being an aviatrix. Henry, who has known his 
own share of misfortune, is white and guaranteed financial success as long as he 
follows the life mapped out for him by his adoptive family. Flora and Henry’s fight 
for love in Depression-era Seattle faces so many natural obstacles that the 
machinations of the immortals almost look like a secondary concern. Almost. This 
sophisticated novel is filled with breathtaking prose and nuanced characterizations. 
Secondary characters pulled into the game by virtue of their associations with 
Henry and Flora are as richly drawn as the lovers. Love and Death, equally 
enigmatic and maddening, are the moral core of the story, despite the callous 



	
premise of their game. This original novel is a thoughtful exploration of courage, 
love, and the price we pay to live. 

 


