
	
 

Maryvale Preparatory School 

Middle School  

Summer Reading - 2016 

Please choose a book from the list below. Pick a book you are interested in and 
want to discuss with other students. When you return in the fall you will have a 
chance to discuss the book with other students and a faculty member. Happy 
reading! 

 

Being Henry David by Cal Armistead (7th & 8th Grade Only) 

Kirkus Reviews starred (February 1, 2013) 
When Hank wakes up in Penn Station, the only clue to his identity is the book he's 
clutching, Walden, so he adopts Henry David Thoreau's name and iconic work to 
guide him on his journey to self-discovery. After a stabbing ends his brief stint as a 
homeless teen, Hank flees to Walden Pond, where he meets Thomas, a gentle park 
docent, and bonds with a girl, gifted singer Hailey. His festering knife wound forces 
him to confide in Thomas and accept help, but Hank's pleasant discoveries (he's 
good-looking, a runner and a musician) are overshadowed by returning memories 
that evoke dread and shame. What's driven him, Hank realizes, is desperation to 
escape his past, not to recover it. Accepting and moving on is hard for Hailey, too; 
she is afraid to enter a band competition since her last experience ended badly. 
Thomas, who's made peace with his own closet skeletons, mentors Hank but can't 
spare him the tough choice: whether to keep running or face the music. Hank earns 
sympathy and respect from readers, but Armistead doesn't let him off easy. Rescue 
is not an option, but Thoreau's spare words, focusing on what truly matters, lighten 
the darkness. This compelling, suspenseful debut, a tough-love riff on guilt, 
forgiveness and redemption, asks hard questions to which there are no easy 
answers. (Fiction. 13 & up) 

 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson  

Publishers Weekly (May 26, 2014) 
Written in verse, Woodson's collection of childhood memories provides insight into 
the Newbery Honor author's perspective of America, "a country caught/ between 
Black and White," during the turbulent 1960s. Jacqueline was born in Ohio, but 



	
spent much of her early years with her grandparents in South Carolina, where she 
learned about segregation and was made to follow the strict rules of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, her grandmother's religion. Wrapped in the cocoon of family love and 
appreciative of the beauty around her, Jacqueline experiences joy and the security 
of home. Her move to Brooklyn leads to additional freedoms, but also a sense of 
loss: "Who could love/ this place-where/ no pine trees grow, no porch swings 
move/ with the weight of/ your grandmother on them." The writer's passion for 
stories and storytelling permeates the memoir, explicitly addressed in her early 
attempts to write books and implicitly conveyed through her sharp images and 
poignant observations seen through the eyes of a child. Woodson's ability to listen 
and glean meaning from what she hears lead to an astute understanding of her 
surroundings, friends, and family. Ages 10-up. Agent: Charlotte Sheedy Literary 
Agency. (Aug.) (c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved. 

 

Catch A Star: Shining Through Adversity to become a Champion by Tamika 
Catchings 

Growing up, Tamika Catchings suffered from profound hearing loss, bullying, and 
the anguish of her parents' divorce. But she wasn't about to allow those challenges 
to determine her destiny. Through perseverance and God's grace, Tamika became 
one of the top female basketball players of all time. 
 
Catch a Star is her story of overcoming. Of leading the Indiana Fever to its first 
championship. Of being named one of the WNBA's top fifteen players in history. Of 
earning three Olympic gold medals. And of founding the Catch the Stars Foundation 
to help young people achieve their dreams.  
 
Her story will inspire you to face your doubts and fears and reach for your own 
dream, no matter what challenges come your way. 
 
"Fierce, competitive, tough, funny, and loyal--these adjectives sum up my good 
friend Tamika Catchings. It's been a pleasure to witness her growth, not only as a 
basketball player and champion but as a beautiful woman with unbreakable 
character and strength."--Reggie Miller, NBA Hall of Famer for the Indiana Pacers 
and TNT NBA analyst 
 
"Tamika Catchings is a role model for young women and for anyone who faces what 
seems like an insurmountable challenge."--Adam Silver, commissioner of the 
National Basketball Association (NBA) 



	
 

Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell (7th & 8th Grade Only) 

Publishers Weekly (December 10, 2012) 
Half-Korean sophomore Park Sheridan is getting through high school by lying low, 
listening to the Smiths (it's 1986), reading Alan Moore's Watchmen comics, never 
raising his hand in class, and avoiding the kids he grew up with. Then new girl 
Eleanor gets on the bus. Tall, with bright red hair and a dress code all her own, 
she's an instant target. Too nice not to let her sit next to him, Park is alternately 
resentful and guilty for not being kinder to her. When he realizes she's reading his 
comics over his shoulder, a silent friendship is born. And slowly, tantalizingly, 
something more. Adult author Rowell (Attachments), making her YA debut, has a 
gift for showing what Eleanor and Park, who tell the story in alternating segments, 
like and admire about each other. Their love is believable and thrilling, but it isn't 
simple: Eleanor's family is broke, and her stepfather abuses her mother. When the 
situation turns dangerous, Rowell keeps things surprising, and the solution-
imperfect but believable-maintains the novel's delicate balance of light and dark. 
Ages 13-up. Agent: Christopher Schelling, Selectric Artists. (Mar.) (c) Copyright 
PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved. 

 

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

Booklist starred (September 15, 2008 (Vol. 105, No. 2)) 
Grades 6-10: While a highly motivated killer murders his family, a baby, ignorant of 
the horrific goings-on but bent on independence, pulls himself out of his crib and 
toddles out of the house and into the night. This is most unfortunate for the killer, 
since the baby was his prime target. Finding his way through the barred fence of an 
ancient graveyard, the baby is discovered by Mr. and Mrs. Owens, a stable and 
caring couple with no children of their own—and who just happen to be dead. After 
much debate with the graveyard’s rather opinionated denizens, it is decided that 
the Owenses will take in the child. Under their care and the sponsorship of the 
mysterious Silas, the baby is named “Nobody” and raised among the dead to 
protect him from the killer, who relentlessly pursues him. This is an utterly 
captivating tale that is cleverly told through an entertaining cast of ghostly 
characters. There is plenty of darkness, but the novel’s ultimate message is strong 
and life affirming. Although marketed to the younger YA set, this is a rich story with 
broad appeal and is highly recommended for teens of all ages. 

 

 

 



	
 

Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai 

Booklist starred (January 1, 2011 (Vol. 107, No. 9)) 
Grades 4-8: After her father has been missing in action for nine years during the 
Vietnam War, 10-year-old Hà flees with her mother and three older brothers. 
Traveling first by boat, the family reaches a tent city in Guam, moves on to Florida, 
and is finally connected with sponsors in Alabama, where Hà finds refuge but also 
cruel rejection, especially from mean classmates. Based on Lai’s personal 
experience, this first novel captures a child-refugee’s struggle with rare honesty. 
Written in accessible, short free-verse poems, Hà’s immediate narrative describes 
her mistakes—both humorous and heartbreaking—with grammar, customs, and 
dress (she wears a flannel nightgown to school, for example); and readers will be 
moved by Hà’s sorrow as they recognize the anguish of being the outcast who 
spends lunchtime hiding in the bathroom. Eventually, Hà does get back at the 
sneering kids who bully her at school, and she finds help adjusting to her new life 
from a kind teacher who lost a son in Vietnam. The elemental details of Hà’s 
struggle dramatize a foreigner’s experience of alienation. And even as she begins to 
shape a new life, there is no easy comfort: her father is still gone. 

 
 
Illuminae by Amie Kaufmann  
 
School Library Journal (June 1, 2015) 
Grade 7: Up-Kady Grant has typical problems: school, parents, and a boyfriend she 
just dumped. But life spirals out of control when Kady's planet, Kerenza, is attacked 
by an unknown enemy. As destruction unfolds around her, Kady manages to escape 
her planet on one of three ships. Kady is considered lucky, with her mother on one 
ship and her ex, Ezra, on another. As the convoy flees Kerenza with the enemy 
close behind, it is clear that the problems have just begun. A deadly virus is 
spreading through one of the ships; AIDEN, the onboard computer of the lead ship, 
has gone rogue; and the enemy is in close pursuit in an attempt to destroy the last 
witnesses of the Kerenza catastrophe. Using a nontraditional writing style, Kaufman 
and Kristoff craft the narrative using illustrated screen shots of spaceship 
blueprints, interviews, data, and messages that make up the "Illuminae Files." 
Despite the minimal presence of conventional paragraphs, there is a surprisingly 
natural flow as elements are seamlessly woven together to create a satisfying 
dossier-style reading experience. The characters are immediately real and with 
harrowing accounts, unexpected twists, and gut-wrenching selflessness, they 
become even more endearing over the course of the book. While reminiscent of the 
works of Isaac Asimov and Orson Scott Card, this work is a distinct piece that 
stands alone. VERDICT A great recommendation for middle and high school 
science-fiction fans.-Paige Rowse, Syosset High School Library, New York © 



	
Copyright 2015. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, 
Inc. No redistribution permitted. 

 
 
Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs 
 
School Library Journal (June 1, 2011) 
Grade 8: Up-Sixteen-year-old Jacob, traumatized by his grandfather's sudden, 
violent death, travels with his father to a remote island off the coast of Wales to 
find the orphanage where his grandfather was sent to live to escape Nazi 
persecution in Poland. When he arrives, he finds much more than he bargained for: 
the children from his grandfather's stories are still at the orphanage, living in a time 
loop in 1940. The monsters that killed Jacob's grandfather are hunting for "peculiar" 
children, those with special talents, and the group at the orphanage is in danger. 
Jacob must face the possibility that he, too, has certain traits that the monsters are 
after and that he is being stalked by adults he trusted. This complex and 
suspenseful story incorporates eerie photographs of children with seemingly 
impossible attributes and abilities, many of whom appear as characters in the story. 
The mysterious photographs add to the bizarre and slightly creepy tone of the 
book. Jacob is a strong and believable character, though only a few of the 
secondary characters are fully realized. The pacing of the story is good, alternating 
action sequences with Jacob's discoveries of his grandfather's long-hidden secrets. 
Readers will find this book unique and intriguing.-Misti Tidman, formerly at Boyd 
County Public Library, Ashland, KY (c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. 


