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Hear our Lion Roar!!! 
 

 

 
Now to him who is able to 

do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine,    

according to his power that 
is at work within us, 

Ephesians 3:20 

 Now that third quarter is almost 
over and the High School Placement Test, 
is out of the way, many eighth grade     
students are beginning to think about 
what their lives might be like next year in 
the upper 
school. 
What will 
teachers   
expect of the 
rising     
freshmen 
class? Here’s 
an inside 
look at what to anticipate.  
 According to ninth grade teachers 
Mrs. Jacobs and Ms. Peer, ninth graders 
struggle the most with time management. 
The workload may become a bit over-
whelming, with increased activities and 
sports, as well as higher demands from 
teachers. Mrs. Jacobs and Ms. Peer remind 
students not to wait until the last minute 
to complete assignments. They also sug-
gest using an effective schedule, staying 
organized, and seeking out the help of 
teachers. 

Mini-mester Highlights 
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 Although the Blizzard of 2016  
delayed the completion of the original 
mini-mester week, Mrs. Belz adjusted the    
middle school schedule so that everyone 
had a chance to make up the classes 
missed. 
   Mini-mester gave students a 
chance to learn something new that would 
not have normally been taught in a regu-
lar classroom setting. The courses for this 
year included a ski trip to Wisp for three 
days of skiing 
and snowboard-
ing, cooking 
around the 
world, and 
broadcast   
journalism. 
Other courses 

involved music 
mixing with 
computer pro-
gramming, creat-
ing original 
works of pottery, 

9th Grade Expectations 
By Brianna Caines & Ashlyn Weyforth  

 The Maryvale production of 
Peter Pan was a huge success. When 
asked if there was anything she 
would have changed, Ms. Kymmell-
Harvey said, “Nothing; it was a won-
derful play and we should be proud.” 

 However, this play  wasn’t all 
rainbows and butterflies. As a cast 
member, I witnessed some challeng-
es as well. Our biggest concern: how 
was Peter going to fly? We solved this 
problem by installing some flight 
equipment and welcoming our fan-
tastic flight crew. 

 Special thanks to Ms. Ma-
nuel, Ms. Kymmell-Harvey, and our 
cast and crew. We couldn’t have 
done it without you. 

Maryvale Preparatory 
School Presents . . .  

 

 

April 29th, 7:00 p.m. 
April 30th, 7:30 p.m. 
May 1st, 3:00 p.m. 

Continued on page 2 

Students in the programming 
session made a dinosaur move. 

Mr. Boston and Mrs. Barnett 
display the masks they created at 
Baltimore Clayworks. 

If you would like to 
join the Lion’s Tale 

please see Mr. Boston 

 
Editor-in-chief:  
Ashlyn Weyforth 

 
Managing Editors:  
Kathryn Knepper & 
Emma Radovanovich  

 
Art Editor:  

Cameron Logan  
 

 
Newspaper Staff: 

Emma Baker 
Lillian Batton 

Emily Buchanan 
Brianna Caines 

Emily Dates 
Isabelle Fleming 
Kenley Hewitt 

Arabella Tiskiewic 
 

 With  
       Thanks 

Advisor: 
Mr. Brian Boston 

 
Director of Student Life: 

    Ms. Jordan Oliver 

Middle School Head: 
Mrs. Amy Belz 

 
Technology Coordinator 

Mr. George Kapusinski 

THE LION’S TALE 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
NEWSPAPER CLUB 

Fall Production a Big Success 
By Isabelle Fleming  

Mothers Share Campus 
By Emma Radovanovich 

 Imagine what it must be like to 
have your mother as your teacher.  
What are the pros and cons of teach-
ing one’s daughter? Do other students 
view the teacher’s child differently  
because she is being taught by her   
mother? 
 Casey Hughes and her mother 
Mrs. Hughes and Courtney Matthews 
and her mother Mrs. Matthews know 
first-hand what it feels like to live 
through the experience. Mrs. Hughes 
said, “The pros are  Casey comes to 
work with me every day, so I don’t 
have to worry about her getting a ride; 
and if she gets into trouble, I hear 
about it immediately.” According to 
Mrs. Matthews, getting to know 
Courtney as a student has been a plus.  
A con for Mrs. Hughes is when “other 
students ask Casey why their grades 
have dropped.” Another possible nega-
tive is that other students may think 
she is showing favoritism. 

 Music influences minds and 
builds communities. It comes in 
many different shapes and forms, 
expressing every emotion imagina-
ble. “Most of the music I listen to 
just flows perfectly like a poem,” 
said Lillian Batton.                     
 With today’s generation, 
society is consumed with what is 
called pop music.  “I started listen-
ing to things that everyone else      
listened to for a while; then I got 
tired of it,” Emily Knittle said. Emi-
ly, a member of the freshmen class, 
prefers different genres.             
 Mainstream music continues 
to dominate radio stations as it is 
what the general population enjoys 
and prefers to hear on a daily basis. 

Music Matters 
By Arabella Tiskiewic  

Exchange Students Add Spirit 
By Emma Buchanan 

 What would happen if you 
had to drop everything and move to 
a different country? Dulce and   
Dani, our middle school exchange 
students from Guatemala, did just 
that during the first semester of the 
school year.  

 Both Dani and Dulce came 
to Maryvale to learn American cul-
ture and to have fun. Although 
both girls had been to America be-
fore, it was their first time being 
exchange students. They made a big 
impact on everyone before they left. 

T h e  L i o n ’ s  T a l e  
 
M i d d l e  S c h o o l  N e w s p a p e r  C l u b  
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Mini-Mester (continued) 
Mini-mester continued from page 1 

exploring animal habits and habi-
tats, and developing an original 
step performance that was later 
presented to the entire school in 
community homeroom. Mini-
mester continues to be a favorite 
Maryvale tradition for middle 
school girls.  

Over the summer months, Direc-
tor of Student Life for the Middle 
School Jordan Oliver was largely 
responsible for the design and re-
location of the middle school lock-
er room. Before this year, middle 
school students had to use the old 
locker room in the Castle. “It was 
too isolated from the rest of the 
middle school, and we wanted to 

be able to know what’s going on,” 
said Miss Oliver. 
Miss Oliver wanted 
the new locker 
room to serve as a 
great hang out 
space where stu-
dents could chat, 
work on home-
work, or just relax. 
The room contains new lockers, 
several round tables with chairs, 
and colorful artwork. Even though 
it’s small, the new locker room is a 
great addition. Thanks to Miss Oli-
ver, the room continues to be a big 
hit. “I didn’t know that being an 
interior designer was part of my job 
description,” said Miss Oliver.  

of The Radio City Christmas         
Spectacular, and to visit the observa-
tion decks at 30 Rockefeller Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Molly Kinkead has scoliosis, an 
abnormal curvature of the spine. Be-
cause of this, she needs to wear a back 
brace. Even though it is uncomfortable 
sometimes for her, she has learned to 
work with it and still play her favorite 
sports and participate in activities. Mol-
ly frequently is scheduled to see differ-
ent doctors regarding her back.                                          
 “I am proud that I overcame 
being afraid of being made fun of,” 
Molly stated. “I  felt that was happen-
ing at my old school and that was part 
of the reason I switched schools. I 
knew that when I visited Maryvale that 
I would fit in and my new friends 
would accept me for who I am.”                             
 According to Molly, a member 
of the Class of 2021, she now has the 
confidence to reach out to her new 
friends for support. 

 Most conservative Republican 
candidates only support legal immi-
grants. They oppose amnesty for 
those who enter the United States 
illegally. In their opinion, illegal im-
migrants should be deported.  
 Also, they think that borders 
between Mexico and our country 
should be secured or strengthened 
before addressing the problem of ille-
gal immigrants currently living in the 
United States.  
 Donald Trump wants the 
Mexican government to pay for a 
higher wall between Mexico and the 
United States. 
 The debate isn’t over and eve-
ryone involved in the presidential 
race has a different opinion on this 
important topic. 
   
 
 
 There are a variety of options 
as to what we girls can add to our uni-
forms. Christa Savitsky uses 
“headbands, earrings, blazer pins, and 
painted nails” to spruce up her      
uniform. “Bracelets, watches, and 
necklaces are good alternatives,” said 
Christa. Using colored shoelaces, hair 
accessories, and some light makeup 
are simple alternatives that easily   
reveal your personality while in        
uniform. 

Sisters in the House 
By Emma Baker  &  
    Cameron Logan  
 Having a sister on campus 
can be super fun and rather use-
ful. But it also has its nega-
tives. Just ask Holly and 
Victoria Miller, as well as 
Julia and Maria Miller 
(right). Although the 
two families have the 
same last name, they 
are not related. 

 For seventh 
grade students Holly 
and Victoria, who are part of tri-
plets, they share the same classes. 
They help each other keep up with 
assignments and due dates. “To 
have a sibling on campus I would 
describe it as comforting,” said 
Victoria. Holly added, “It’s life-
saving. We are interested in the 
same things such as soccer, la-
crosse, art, and acting.” 

 One downfall, according 
to Victoria, is “always running into 
each other. This makes little argu-
ments throughout the day easy to 
get into.” 

 “It’s hysterical,” said Julia 
Miller, a freshman, when asked 
about sharing the campus with her 
sister Maria, who is in seventh 
grade. “We both have an interest 
in lacrosse and basketball which is 
even more fun,” Maria said. One 
challenge, said  Maria, is that “all 
of my teachers know me because 
Julia had them also.” 

 

   
  

Candidates’ Views on 
Immigration Vary  

By Lillian Batton      

 The topic of immigration 
continues to be tossed around 
among the presidential candidates. 
It remains one of the main topics 
they are asked about frequently. 
 Democrats Hillary Clinton 
and Bernie Sanders have a more lib-
eral view than Republican candi-
dates Ted Cruz, Marco Rubio, and 
Donald Trump. Clinton and Sand-
ers support legal immigration and 
amnesty for the undocumented ille-
gals in our country. Both support 
establishing a pathway to citizenship 
for undocumented immigrants. 

 They think it is unfair to ar-
rest millions of undocumented im-
migrants. Regardless of legal status, 
many liberals believe that all immi-
grants should receive the education 
and health benefits that American 
citizens have. 

Middle School Facelift 
By Emily Dates  &        
Ashlyn Weyforth 

Field Trips in Review 
By Isabelle Fleming  

 The Middle School has en-
joyed a lot of field trips since the be-
ginning of the school year. Three of 
the standout trips are the sixth grade 
trip to Lancaster Farm and The Sight 
and Sound Theater, the seventh 
grade overnight trip to Echo Hill, 
and the annual eighth grade class trip 
to New York City.  

 Sixth grade students enjoyed 
an amazing retelling of the Christmas 
story, followed by a fantastic brunch. 
At Echo Hill, seventh grade girls 
learned a few handy survival skills 
and had a great time on a “night 
hayride.” 

 Finally, the annual trip to 
NYC provided opportunities for our 
eighth grade to meet and interview a 
member of the Rockettes, to see live 
animals on stage during a viewing 

Courtney and Mrs. Matthews in New York City. 

Overcoming Obstacles 
By Cameron Logan 

Unique Uniforms 
By Emma Baker & 
      Arabella Tiskiewic  

FACT: Sixteen of Maryland’s 23    
counties border on tidal water.  


